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1 . AT SOVIET REQUEST EMBOFF MET WITH OFFICIALS OF THE STATE 
COMMITTEE FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (SCST) TO DISCUSS BERING 
SEA OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH CRUISES OF NOAA VESSELS SURVEYOR 
AND DISCOVERER. SCST OFFICIAL, WHO HAS RECEIVED CHART OF THE 
CRUISES, STATED THAT HE HAD CONSULTED ON THIS MATTER WITH 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND THE MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA). HE NOTED THAT THE USSR HAD NOT 

YET DEVELOPED ANY PROCEDURES CONCERNING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
CONDUCTED BY FOREIGN VESSELS WITHIN SOVIET 200-MILE ZONE. 

IN ORDER TO HAVE A BASIS FOR DECIDING WHETHER THE RESEARCH 
OF THE NOAA VESSELS FELL WITHIN THE PROVISIONS OF THE SOVIET 
200-MILE ZONE, HE ASKED EMB TO SEND NOTIFICATION OF THE 
CRUISES TO MFA. SCST REP STATED THAT HE WAS NOT ASKING THE 
US TO FILE REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO CARRY OUT RESEARCH. 

2. EMBOFF STRESSED THAT WE HAD ALREADY INFORMED SOVIETS 
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THAT NOAA VESSELS WILL NOT ENGAGE IN ANY FISHERIES RESEARCH 
NOR IN ANY COLLECTION OF BIOLOGICAL DATA WITHIN SOVIET WATERS. 
EMBOFF QUESTIONED BASIS FOR SOVIET REQUEST SINCE THE 
DECEMBER 10, 1976 DECREE OF THE SUPREME SOVIET EXTENDED 
SOVIET RIGHTS ONLY OVER 'FISH AND OTHER LIVING RESOURCES," 
WHICH ARE NOT IN QUESTION DURING THE RESEARCH OF THE NOAA 
VESSELS. EMBOFF REPEATED STATEMENTS OF PARA 3, REF A TO 
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EFFECT THAT ACCEPTANCE OF A PROVISION AT LAW OF THE SEA (LOS) 
CONFERENCE DOES NOT MEAN THAT WE ACCEPT ITS IMPLEMENTATION 
PRIOR TO APPLICATION OF A LOS TREATY. EMBOFF ALSO STRESSED 
NEGATIVE IMPACT ON U.S. SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY WHICH WOULD BE 
CAUSED BY ANY SOVIET ATTEMPT TO REQUIRE PRIOR CONSENT FOR 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH WITHIN THE SOVIET 200 MILE ZONE. IN 
CONCLUSION, EMBOFF PROMISED TO CONVEY SCST OFFICIAL S 
COMMENTS TO WASHINGTON WITH A REQUEST FOR INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. COMMENT: WE CANNOT BE SURE WHAT IS BEHIND THIS SOVIET 
REQUEST FOR NOTIFICATION. SCST OFFICIAL'S REMARKS MAY MEAN 
THAT SOVIETS ARE WORKING OUT PROCEDURES CONCERNING 
FOREIGN SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IN 200 MILE ZONE WHICH WILL BE 
IMPLEMENTED AT A LATER DATE. WE WILL LEAVE ANALYSIS OF 
LOS IMPLICATIONS OF THIS SOVIET MOVE TO DEPT LOS SPECIALISTS; 
HOWEVER, REQUEST FOR DIPLOMATIC NOTIFICATION MAY BE SOVIET 
ATTEMPT TO BUTTRESS THEIR LOS POSITION ON PRIOR NOTIFICATION 
OF MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH WITHIN THE 200 MILE ZONE. 

END COMMENT. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER WE SHOULD SEND 
NOTIFICATION OF THE CRUISES OF THE NOAA RESEARCH VESSELS TO 
MFA. 

TOON 
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